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Don’t be Fooled by These Imposters! They are NOT Recyclable! 
The City Facilities Recycling “blue bin” Program (CFRP) collects all types of plastics #1—#7 
(see the reverse for an extensive list). But “plastic” items made from or labeled as  
follows are NOT recyclable and should be disposed as trash in a black bin (even though they 
may display the code “#7”): 
 

  Bio-based, bio-derived, bio plastic, bio-polymer 
 

  Biodegradable* 
 

  Compostable**  
 

  Corn-based, corn starch 
 

  Ingeo 
 

  Petroleum-free 
 

  PLA (polylactide)  
 

  Plant-based, plant-based resins, plant starch 
 

  Potato starch-, sugar cane-, veggie-or wheat-based 
 

These imposters may offer environmental benefits over the manufacture of conventional plastics, but their 
impact on recycling systems is not beneficial.  It is very difficult to visually distinguish —and separate —them 
from conventional plastics. Because of their different properties, the consistency, quality and value of  
conventional  plastic feedstock is degraded when mixed with bio/plant plastics.  Conventional plastic  
products with recycled-content are preferable to virgin plastic and imposters alike, because they are  
recyclable. 
 

The Better Alternatives for Your Next Catered Meeting or Event: 

Best: Provide beverages in recyclable cans and bottles and finger food that does not need plates or utensils.  

Also great: Invest in permanent, reusable (washable) plates and utensils (food service ware) purchased from 
a thrift store. 
 

Next best: Plastic food service ware with recycled-content (ideally, post-consumer content). These can be 
recycled in CFRP blue bins after being emptied or wiped clean of food residue. 
 

Another option: If you must provide paper plates, napkins and cups, buy unbleached versions with post-
consumer content (60% is available for plates and napkins). All must be disposed as trash in black bins. 
 

More Greenwashing 
 

*Biodegradable: If properly disposed, trash is sent to landfills. Modern landfills are designed to be air– and 
water-tight, in order to limit decomposition, which generates runoff that can contaminate groundwater. 
“Biodegradable” products will not degrade inside a landfill; save your money and buy recyclable items. 
 

**Compostable: “Compostable” implies that these products can be placed inside green bins for composting 
with grass clippings, leaves, etc. But the fine print reveals the truth: they are “compostable” only in  
industrial facilities, which the City of Los Angeles does not operate, and they will not break down in backyard 
composters. Save your money and buy recyclable items with post-consumer recycled content. 
 



As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, 

will provide reasonable accommodations to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities.   

 

 

Plastics #1—#7: Accepted in the Nearest CFRP Blue Bin 
 

#1-PETE or polyethylene terephthalate):  
 Soda bottles, most water bottles, some clear juice and cooking oil containers 
 
#2-HDPE or high-density polyethylene:  
 Milk jugs, detergent bottles, some dairy tubs, some plastic bags (such as FedEx and DHL  
 flexible mailing envelopes) 
 
#3-V or polyvinyl chloride:  
 Some household cleaner and cooking oil bottles 
 
#4-LDPE or low-density polyethylene:  
 Most plastic film bags (grocery, dry cleaning, mesh, produce, Ziploc®), most flexible lids, flexible 
 wrap, some squeezable plastic containers 
 
#5-PP or polypropylene:  
 Some dairy tubs and take out containers 
 
#6-PS or polystyrene:  
 Includes most StyrofoamTM products such as cups, take out containers (clear and opaque), 
 packaging blocks and peanuts; some dairy tubs and CD cases 
 
#7-Other:  
 Some squeezable bottles and other packaging made from unusual resins or layers of different 
 materials.  Important: Many “bio” or “compostable plastic” items (see reverse) are labeled     
 #7. These imposters should be disposed as trash. 

 

City of Los Angeles, LA Sanitation 
Solid Resources Citywide Recycling Division (SRCRD) 

 

Questions or comments about R,R,R, Zero Waste, EPP or this newsletter? 
Contact us at San.CFRP@lacity.org or 213-485-2260 

 

This newsletter is a publication of the Zero Waste City Facilities Recycling Program. 
http://san.ci.la.ca.us/srcrd/cfrp/recycling.htm 

Director 
Enrique C. Zaldivar 

Fight Hunger: Donate Leftovers From Your Next Catered Party or Event 
 Donations of leftover prepared food are legal, protected by the Good Samaritan Law, and needed:  

 An estimated 1.5 million people in Los Angeles County don’t have enough money to 
 buy sufficient food, making it home to the largest population of food insecure people in the U.S.  

 And one in four LA County kids doesn’t have enough food to eat 
 

The How-To 
1. Have your caterer pack food in lidded containers that do not need to be returned  
2. Contact a shelter in advance of your event to discuss the donation and confirm the delivery  
      address and delivery hours. (Request a list of shelters from san.cfrp@lacity.org), or: 
3. Contact one of these non-profit food rescue organizations in advance; they may be able to pick up         
      and deliver your leftovers: 
 

      Food Finders:            www.foodfinders.org 
      St. Francis Center     www.sfcla.org 
      Urban harvester         www.urbanharvester.org 

Help Get the Word Out About Food Waste 
Please post the attached ad from the Ad Council 

mailto:San.CFRP@lacity.org
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/map-the-meal-gap-2015-documents-hunger-in-every-county-and-congressional-district-in-the-nation-300064891.html

