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MINUTES
BOARD OF NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2011 – 6:00 P.M.
PECK PARK COMMUNITY CENTER - AUDITORIUM
560 NORTH WESTERN AVENUE
SAN PEDRO, CA 90732
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT
Albert Abrams, President
Esther Cepeda-Hatch
Carlene Davis
Linda Lucks
Karen Mack

ABSENT
Daniel Gatica
John Kim

DEPARTMENT STAFF PRESENT
BongHwan Kim, General Manager
Janet Lindo, Executive Administrative Assistant
CITY ATTORNEY REPRESENTATIVE
Carmen Hawkins, Deputy City Attorney

1.
Introduction (5 minutes)
ACTION: President Abrams gave the introduction.
2.

Call to Order and Commission roll call. (1 minute)
AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
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ACTION: President Abrams called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m. Commission roll
was called by Executive Administrative Assistant, Janet Lindo.
3.
Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 18, 2011. (3 minutes)
ACTION: Commissioner Lucks moved that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of
April 18, 2011, be approved as written. The Motion was seconded by Commissioner
Cepeda-Hatch.
Vote: Ayes - 5, Nays - 0
Motion passes unanimously.
General Public Comments - Comments from the public on non-agenda items within
the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction. This agenda item will last a total of 15
minutes and no individual speaker will be allowed more than two minutes. (15
minutes)
ACTION: Public comments were received from:
Linda Alexander – welcomed the BONC to San Pedro – provided Commissioners a copy of the
Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council newspaper/newsletter.
4.

Diana Nave – President of Northwest San Pedro Neighborhood Council invited the
Commission to the grand opening of Peck Park Canyon – partly funded by Neighborhood
Councils.
5.

Verbal update from a representative of the Office of the Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa,
Neighborhood and Community Services. (10 minutes)
ACTION: None.
6.

General Manager’s Report (10 minutes)

1. Briefing on Departmental activities
2. Staffing, budget and other operational matters.
3. Congress of Neighborhoods Update
4. Funding Update
ACTION: General Manager, BongHwan Kim, provided an update on Departmental
activities.
Public comments were received from:
Linda Alexander – concerned about City Council cuts to roll-overs. Takes time to fund projects.
Andrew E. Silber – on the governing board of the Central San Pedro Neighborhood Councilbudget crisis can be solved if the City of Los Angeles collect the debts that are owed to them.
The City should do more to collect the collectible revenue.
Discussion regarding the Education and Neighborhoods Committee, Special Joint
Meeting with the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners, held on March 23, 2011,
including an update on the future administration of Neighborhood Council elections
by the City Clerk. (20 minutes)
ACTION: With the consensus of the Commissioners present, President Abrams and
Commissioner Davis will work together to prepare a motion/letter to the City Council
regarding the Commission’s thoughts on Neighborhood Council elections:
7.
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1. 2014 is way too long to wait
2. Need to find a way as soon as possible to find a perfect mode for elections for
Neighborhood Councils.
3. Money needs to be set aside to study or can have good report completed.
Public comment was received from:
Diana Nave – 2014 will be too long – can a Neighborhood Council hold its own “selection
process” in the interim?
Discussion regarding the term "factual basis stakeholders" under the Plan for a
Citywide System of Neighborhood Councils, including a discussion on changing the
stakeholder definition in the Plan that could impact the participation of factual basis
stakeholders in the Neighborhood Council system. Stakeholders are currently
defined as: any individual who lives, works, or owns property in the neighborhood
and any individual who declares a stake in the neighborhood and affirms the factual
basis for it. (15 minutes)
ACTION: None.
8.

Public comments were received from:
Linda Alexander – resistant to change the factual basis stakeholder definition.
Diana Nave – there have been takeover attempts in San Pedro.
Bill Roberson - factual basis stakeholder is not a problem with Central San Pedro
Neighborhood Council.
Discussion and possible action regarding a recommendation to Neighborhood
Councils to consider revising their bylaws to include a provision whereby a minimum
of one seat or ten percent of the membership of each Neighborhood Council will
include a seat reserved for factual basis stakeholder. (15 minutes)
ACTION: Commissioner Lucks moved the following Motion:
9.

WHEREAS the Los Angeles City Council, in an attempt to create wider citizen
inclusiveness in the Neighborhood Council system, has amended the definition of
stakeholder to include the phrase “and any individual who declares a stake in the
neighborhood and affirms the factual basis for it”, and
WHEREAS people qualifying as stakeholders under this amendment have become
known as “factual basis stakeholders”, and
WHEREAS the Los Angeles City Council did not provide any restrictions or guidelines
for the implementation of this amendment, and
WHEREAS factual basis stakeholders have been allowed to qualify as such by as
minimally as producing a receipt for coffee purchased within a Neighborhood Council’s
boundaries, and
WHEREAS in the subsequent (2010) elections, factual basis stakeholders have
managed to gain a majority of seats on several Neighborhood Council boards, and
WHEREAS these new boards have begun submitting bylaws amendments to solidify
their control in the future, and
WHEREAS without further definition, special interests will be able to gain control of
more Neighborhood Council boards, thus further disenfranchising stakeholders who
actually live, work, or own property in a community, and
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WHEREAS the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners has the duty to establish
policies to protect and enhance the integrity of the Neighborhood Council system,
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners sets the following
policy:
It is recommended and advised that all Neighborhood Councils revise their bylaws to
include language stating that:
1. Each Neighborhood Council shall allow for the inclusion of a minimum of one
board seat that factual basis stakeholders can run or vote for in all upcoming
elections. If no factual basis stakeholder chooses to seek election to that seat it
may be filled with a non-factual basis stakeholder.
2. Factual basis stakeholders may not occupy more than a maximum of ten (10)
percent of the total board composition.
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners, in its role
of approving any changes to a Neighborhood Council’s board structure, shall reject any
applications for board structure amendment that do not comply with the
recommendations stated above.
Commissioner Cepeda-Hatch seconded the Motion made by Commissioner Lucks.
Commissioner Mack made a motion to amend the Motion and delete the last paragraph
of the Motion.
No second received to the amended Motion made by Commissioner Mack.
Commissioner Lucks agreed to withdraw the Motion for tonight. Commissioners
Abrams, Cepeda-Hatch, Davis, and Lucks, along with the City Attorney’s office, will
work on new language for the Motion.
Public comment received from:
Andrew E. Silber – the issue is becoming .confused and does not make sense.
Bill Roberson – two problems, the Motion is addressing 1) how we set up the governance of
our board, 2) elections problem is solved by the openness of the elections proceeding.
10.

Discussion and possible action by the Commission recommending that City Council
should adopt an ordinance that will require the Neighborhood Council's governing
board to have a minimum number of seats on its board designated for factual basis
stakeholders (and/or require that a certain percentage of the seats, e.g., 10%, be
assigned to factual basis stakeholders). The Commission may also discuss and
provide recommendations on the tools that may be implemented to insure
compliance with the allocation of board seats. (15 minutes)
ACTION: None.
11.

Discussion with various Harbor area Neighborhood Council representatives who
wish to report concerns, operations, and best practices. Neighborhood Council
representatives should complete their questionnaire in advance of the meeting. This
matter will last a maximum of 20 minutes and the time will be divided among those
representatives wishing to speak. (20 minutes)

BOARD OF NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONERS
MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2011
PAGE 5 of 5

ACTION: None.
Public comment received from:
Linda Alexander – Reported on Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council and handed out
their newspaper.
12.

Commission Business - Comments from Commissioners on subject matters within
the Board’s jurisdiction. (20 minutes)

1. Comment on Commissioners’ own activities/brief announcements.
2. Brief response to statements made or questions posed by persons exercising
their general public comment rights/ask staff questions for clarification.
3. Introduce new issues for consideration by the Commission at its next meeting
and direct staff to place on the agenda.
4. Ask staff to research issues and report back to the Commission at a future time.
ACTION: Comments were received from Commissioners Abrams, Cepeda-Hatch, Davis,
and Lucks. Comments also received from General Manager, BongHwan Kim,
and Deputy City Attorney, Carmen Hawkins.
13.

General Public Comments - Comments from the public on non-agenda items within
the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction. This agenda item will last a total of 15
minutes and no individual speaker will be allowed more than two minutes. (15
minutes)
ACTION: None.
14.
Adjourn
ACTION: President Abrams moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:20 p.m. The
Motion was seconded by Commissioner Cepeda-Hatch.

####

